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XXVIII. An Account of B'aptifms, Marriages , and Burials , 
during Forty Tears , the Parijb of Blandford Forum, 

Dorfet. Communicated by Richard Pulteney, M. D. 

F. R. S. 


TO DR. WATSON, F. K. S. 


SIR, 

Read Mar. 19, § the fubjedts of the following tables 

‘ ‘ -L have been much difcufled of late, I 
take the liberty of putting thefe into your hands, encou¬ 
raged thereto by your affurances, when I had the plea- 
fure of feeing you laft in town, that they might not im¬ 
properly be laid before the Royal Society. If upon in- 
fpedtion you fliould continue to think fo, you will do me 
the honour of prefenting them. 

ExcJufive of general curiofity, I was alfo induced to 
examine the regifter of this place, in order to determine 
how far the general opinion, which gives the credit of 
extraordinary falubrity to this country, was founded on 
fa<£t, as far as that could be proved by this mode of exa¬ 
mination. I found that the regifter had been kept with 

fufficient 
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iifficient accuracy in the ufual method; that, fi nee the 
recovery of this plaee from the dreadful fire of 1731, 
fcarcely any new houfes had been built, at leaft on any 
new fite; that no fluctuation in .the number of inhabi¬ 
tants from the introduction of any new manufactory, or 
from any other apparent caufe, had taken place; and was 
therefore led to conclude, that the refult might prove 
a tolerably fair one, and more efpecially upon finding 
the excefs of the baptiftns above the burials fo finall as it 
appears to be. 

In the year 1773, when thefe tables were drawn up, 
I alfo procured the number of the people to be taken ; 
by which it appeared, that there were 446 families, 
reckoning a workhoufe of 44 perfons, and three fchools 
containing 9 2, as four families only, which gives nearly 
4| to a family. The whole nuiriber of fouls in the parifh 
was found to be, males 1 r7 4, females 93b, total ciiio; 
but it muft be remarked, that in this number were not 
included any of the inhabitants of the clofe adjoiniflg 
villages of St. Mary, Blandford, Brianfton, or Langton. 

From an infpedlion of table the firft it will be feen, 
that 55-t'is nearly the average of deaths for 40 years ; 
and the average of the laid ten years will appear to be 
54: hence, taking 5 5 for the average number, which 
alfo Will be feen to be the exacSt number of burials in the 


year 
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year preceding that of the furvey, it will be feen that 
about 1 in 38 or 39 dies yearly; and, as it can fcarcely 
be doubted, that the errors of a furvey muft be on the 
fide of omiflion, it may not be too much to allow 1 in 
39 °nly. 

From this refult, therefore, it is manifeft, that al¬ 
though the falubrity of this place does not equal what 
we read of fome particular villages in the North of Eng¬ 
land, or of the diftrift of Vaud, yet it turns out very 
much in favour of the general opinion, and very far 
beyond that of London and larger towns, where the 
number is found to be from 1 in ao to 1 in 26 or 28. 


I am, 8cc. 
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table i. A table of the baptifms, marriages, and burials, 
during forty years, in the parifli of Blandford Forum. 
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Total baptifms. 

Marriages, 

Total burials. 

Males 1133 

83a 

Males 

1099 

Females 1042 


Females 

1132 

ai 75 



2231 


The baptifms among the Diffenters are brought into 
this account only during the laft ten years, males 39, 
females 54, total 93: if therefore the fame proportion 
is taken for the firft-three decennial periods, the total of 
the baptifms will amount to 2454. 

Small-pox years, of which diftemper died as under¬ 
neath: 


In 1741 

- 

76 

1753 

- 

40 

1766 

- 

44 


160 


In the year 1756, among the burials, 18 were of fol- 
diers, who died during the time of the encampment* 
This table does not include the clofe adjoining villages 
of Langton, Brianftor, and Blandford St. Mary, 
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table n. The annual average of baptifms and burials 
in the four decennial periods of the foregoing table, 
taking among the baptifms 93 in each period for the 
number among the Diffenters, which appeared to be 
the exa<ft number baptized in the fourth period. 
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The excefs of baptifms 
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years, 223. 


TAIiLE 



Baptifins, See. at Blandford Forum. 


621 


table hi. Shewing the whole number of burials in 
each month, and each quarter of the year collectively 
throughout the whole of the above period, difpofed 
in two columns, in the latter of which, thofe who 
died of the fmall-pox are excluded, ferving to illuftrate 
the different falubrity of the feafons. 
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